Donna Pearen


One of my earliest childhood memories was riding my tricycle down the street crying over my scraped knee.  I have been told I was a busy girl, drawing, making play houses and mud pies and riding my bike.


There was an empty field across the road from where I lived and I loved to pick the wild flowers.  My dad would always tell me all about them and the little creatures that also lived there.  Little did I know then but a newly married couple, Gord and I would build our first home on Buttercup Bay, a part of that very same field.


I received all my schooling in Brandon and attended Assiniboine Community College in 1967.  I took drafting and discovered that I loved drawing house plans.  I got my first job at Gaiser Builders, a Brandon Contractor.  The contractor rented office space to a plumbing and heating business, Comfort Craftsman.  This was where a nice young man, Gordon, also worked.  He was the new partner with Comfort Craftsman and we soon became friends.  In November 1968, Gordon and I were engaged and I had just started working for the Manitoba Telephone System in the engineering department.


Gordon came from Ninga, Manitoba.  His parents, Roy and Isabel Pearen farmed there until their retirement to Killarney.


Gordon and I quickly thought out a house plan and we started our house.  Gaiser Builder did the building and Gordon did all the plumbing and heating.  Our families helped us with painting, etc.


On May 3, 1969, we were married and happily moved into our new home.  


My mom and dad bought me a horse when I was 16 and I was thrilled.  Sadly I sold Diamond after Gordon and I were married, I didn’t think I had enough time to spend with him.  I soon discovered life would become a lot busier.


Angela Caroline was born February 22, 1972 and I stayed home to be a full time mom.  In early spring 1973, we purchased 120 acres 3 miles south west of Brandon and promptly planted trees and began plans for another house.  With Gordon working long hours at his business, I really don’t know how he managed to build a house as well.  We moved into it September of 1973.


We love our country life.  We were soon taking part in all the Roseland activities.  It is a very busy district even though it is so close to the city.  On December 18, 1974, Susan Lorraine was born.  In the new few years, we had built a barn, added four horses, a dog and a cat.  We also purchased a part of the nurse’s residence from the old Assiniboine Hospital.  It was moved onto our yard and Gord fixed it up and uses it for a shop.


Gord began his own plumbing business in 1974 and in 1980, he began working for Agriculture Canada as a maintenance technician.


I returned to the work force when Susan was twelve years old and worked at a few different jobs.  I began working full time at the Brandon & District United Way at the same time Angela began university in 1990.  I stopped working there when Susan graduated from university.  Both girls went to the University of Manitoba.  Angela has a degree in Human Ecology and Susan has a degree in agriculture.


The girls found jobs in their profession and Gord and I were soon back to the two of us.  Our daughters had kept us very busy as they were growing up and it didn’t seem long before they were planning weddings.  On September 19, 1998, Susan married Kent Molberg and on October 23, 1999, Angela married Cory Burnside.  Susan and Kent live in Chater, 20 minutes East of Brandon and close to Susan’s work.  She is the agrologist for Westman Aerial Spraying.  Kent works for Cumming and Dobbie, a construction business in Brandon.


Angela is working at the Neepawa-Gladstone Co-op.  She is the cafeteria and Hardware Supervisor.  She had previously been the manager for the Neepawa Chamber of Commerce.  Cory works on the family farm east of Neepawa, near Arden.  His mom and dad live on the farm and Cory commutes from Neepawa where he and Angela live.

